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It has been a little over two years since nine large moving vans of over 250,000 volumes of library materials arrived in Asheville, NC from Scott AFB, IL.  The Air Force Weather Technical Library (AFWTL) relocated with its parent organization, the Air Force Combat Climatology Center (AFCCC), to the Federal Building in downtown Asheville, North Carolina.  AFCCC moved to merge with its operating location, already located in Asheville, to consolidate the military climatology services.  The merger also put DoD climatology services in the same building with the National Climatic Data Center (NCDC).

The AFWTL houses one of the largest collections of atmospheric sciences information in the world.  It is the biggest single-site library dedicated to military meteorology and provides scientific and technical information to all Air Force Weather (AFW) units, other DoD agencies and U.S. Government agencies.  As one of 15 technical libraries in the Air Force, AFWTL handles material on meteorology, climatology, weather effects on various systems, related environmental sciences, astrogeophysics, and aerospace topics.  The library maintains information sources for these disciplines in sufficient depth and diversity to permit study for both current and historical perspectives.  And, the AFWTL staff collectively has over 200 years of library and meteorological experience to very effectively locate resources and interpret the material, if necessary.

The AFWTL is a key resource for the Air Force Weather Agency (AFWA).  It assists AFCCC in the development and production of special climate information used in the planning and execution of multi-service and multi-national worldwide military operations, including the preparation of descriptive climatologies.  These narratives are used for planning, contingency support, and training.    More than just an AFWA resource, the AFWTL also helps Air Force researchers, trainers, planners, and operational troops gather the information they need to successfully accomplish their mission.  In partnership with the Defense Technical Information Center (DTIC), National  Technical Information Service (NTIS), National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), Department of Energy (DoE), and other agencies, the AFWTL can provide a wealth of meteorological and climatological information, as well as over 120 periodicals subscribed to and archived in the library.

The library lends out articles, books, journals, microforms, climatic data summaries, maps, technical reports, and assorted audiovisual materials.  It also distributes small computer programs related to meteorology.  If the requested material is unavailable at the AFWTL, it can access over 35,000 libraries around the world to locate and borrow the product for you.  The AFWTL is online to the Online Computer Library Center (OCLC), the Defense Technical Information Center (DTIC), and has dial-in access to several commercial databases and subscription services.  Although the library’s facilities are open five days a week to local users, most of the services and workload are focused on satisfying the needs of DoD and AFW units around the world.

A forecaster assigned to Camp Casey, Korea might ask where he or she can find background material on east Asia climate.  An AFIT student or government researcher may ask where they can get a back issue of La Meteorologie or Journal of Atmospheric and Terrestrial Physics.  Where can a new Air Force Weather  unit commander purchase books and/or serials for the office collection?  What meteorological software is available for small computers?  The answer to all of these questions is the same: the Air Force Weather Technical Library.

The AFWTL has an extensive collection of climatic data summaries and professional journals.  There are over 23,000 atmospheric science documents that describe meteorological or climatological information of almost every area of the world.  Information from this section would enable the forecaster at Camp Casey, Korea to find climatology for eastern Asia.  The AFIT student and government researcher would find the extensive collections of textbooks, data, reports, and exhaustive collection of back issues of 200 periodicals invaluable.

For the new Air Force Weather (FOA) unit commander; the AFWTL provides centralized technical document and subscription acquisition services; reference services and information retrieval; some translation services; and guidance to field units in maintaining office collections and field libraries.  Unfortunately, the library cannot buy books or subscriptions for other than AFW direct reporting units, other AFW units receive those services from base or command libraries, but we are here to serve you in many other ways.

For the student, researcher, or operational forecaster, additional services provided by the AFWTL include the preparation of subject bibliographies.  The library staff can search the collections and other on-line databases to produce a list of published items related to a specific area of interest based on requests from Air Force Weather personnel.  A subject bibliography on “Atmospheric conditions conducive to severe winter weather” or one on the “Effects of El Niño on the weather in the CONUS” are excellent examples of this service.

Computerized on-line search and Internet access to bibliographic retrieval capabilities allow the AFWTL staff to provide library service to meteorologists around the world.  Technology makes it possible for instant communication to nearly every other library, information center, or private vendor that provides scientific and technical information.  The AFWTL has incorporated the Internet as a major link with its customers.   This link is most apparent in AFWTL’s World Wide Web (WWW) home page.  Documents can be delivered to the warfighter without any analyst intervention.

The AFWTL is constantly expanding the library services available on its Web page.  It recently added the updated AFWA Technical Documents Catalog, which lists all AFWA produced technical documents through August 2000.   The library patron has the capability to electronically download several of these technical documents. The library will continue to increase the availability of on-line documents.  In a related project, the AFWTL is working to add several hundred Terminal Forecast Reference Notes (TFRNs) and Local Forecasting Studies, some that date back 60 years, into an electronic format.  Site-specific forecasting tips to operational forecasters would then be readily available.

An on-line patron can also access a listing of the library’s holdings via the on-line catalog. Thirty-five thousand DTIC reports were recently added to the catalog.  The library will continue to add more of the library’s holdings to this on-line catalog.  This listing includes the library’s extensive collection of restricted DTIC and National Intelligence Studies (NIS).  These are available to qualified Air Force customers via request.  To access the AFWTL home page go to http://www.afccc.af.mil/html/afwtl/index.html .  You can also request other library services and give us feedback on our support to you via the Web page.  Our long-term commitment is to continue to expand the usefulness of the library Web page to fit your needs. 

Customers anywhere are just a phone call or a click away from one of the largest “mail order” information stores in the DoD.  To get what you need from the Air Force Weather Technical Library, just call or send a letter, fax, or electronic mail.  Commercial phone numbers are 828-271-4277 or 828-271-4270.  Our fax number is 828-271-4321.

