Cheatsheet:

The National Climatic Data Center (NCDC, previously The National Climatic Center, previously The National Weather Records Center, previously part of the Weather Bureau, New Orleans Tabulating Unit) as publisher offers many current and historical titles of value to the nation and the world.  http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/ncdc.html  
--NCDC’s publishing has evolved allowing for various types of data or publication access:  
(1) Free Data
a. Current Events-About  NCDC http://www.ncdc. noaa.gov/oa/about/about.html#contact  ncdc.orders@noaa.gov 
b. Current Events-In the Spotlight http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/about/ncdcspotlight-banner.html quick index/access
c. Current Events- What’s New http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/about/whatsnew.html
d. Data & Products- Free Data  (Find “coop” data here; and also “US climate atlas” maps in color)
http://www4.ncdc.noaa.gov/cgi-win/wwcgi.dll?wwAW~MP~F#TOP
e. Google or Climate Info.- Research- Data and Products- Products & Publications- NCDC Bibliography- Older Citations for Personal Authorship Bibliography (all) http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/climate/library/bib-allyrs.html/ and 
f. Interim database of just-scanned older print documents, WSSRD http://noaa.imcwv.com/
Free WSSRD passwords (as needed & w/approval) are available through Cynthia.B.Karl@noaa.gov  
Free data in varying amounts are given to those with .edu .gov. and .mil access.

The above free (to everyone) NCDC online data resources are in addition to other online resources:  OCLC/WorldCat [The NCDC Library houses most NCDC print pubs. and attempts to put all into OCLC], 
Government Printing Office (GPO’s http://www.gpoaccess.gov/cgp/index.html 1994- 

National Technical Information Service (NTIS’s http://www.ntis.gov/ 1990- 
and Dialog File 6--1964-) access);   and, of course, MGA (Dialog’s file 19?, back to 1974?-) and Google
(2) Data for sale that are available through NCDC’s online store for ordering paid subscriptions or one-time purchases, lists do not exclude free data   

a. Purchase- Online Store  (Free online access for . edu/.mil/NOAA.gov--NOAA: up to $2500 offline (.gov varies) e.g., FAA/FBI.  Others also vary with circumstance.
http://nndc.noaa.gov/?http://ols.nndc.noaa.gov/plolstore/plsql/olstore.main?look=1
Products and Services Guide (included in above)
http://nndc.noaa.gov/?http://ols.nndc.noaa.gov/plolstore/plsql/olstore.prodspecific?prodnum=C00224-PUB-A0001  An online free product format (with hotlinks) as well as hardcopy and CD-ROM (suggested format).)

b. Purchase-Online Store Click “Climate” Default “All” for all NCDC online products, paid and free (URL address doesn’t change)

c. Purchase- Most Popular, paid and free, http://www4.ncdc.noaa.gov/cgi-win/wwcgi.dll?wwAW~MP
d. Data & Products- Find a Station  http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/climate/stationlocator.html
(3) Data services that are complicated enough to require NCDC assistance of meteorologists and meteorological technicians which may or may not require payment.  These might be data not yet online or free educational kits for students—or for some commercial authors and journalists who may get free services. 
The NCDC Library lends publications or refers or gives data services free (OCLC/OAQ) to all--if NCDC doesn’t sell these data.  If selling is involved, the Librarian refers to others, but if there are special circumstances or problems the Librarian does follow through.   This is different from many federal libraries because our Center is regulated by P. L. 100-685 (Title IV, Section 409) requiring charges for the delivery of services to access data, to recover costs.  The NCDC library does not charge for any services since its main responsibility is to the NCDC scientists.      
