My Ideal Library or Emily’s rambling thoughts about an ideal library
· Services – chat or email service available approximately 18 hours a day to cover most of the time zones.
· ILL services for everyone in NOAA.
· Each facility with a fulltime librarian (at least one), who works on updating their collection to meet digital standards.
· Space for researchers to hold meetings with whiteboards / chalkboards.
· Up to date electronic book collections.
· Centralized archive / digital repository for documents that everyone in NOAA can search.
· Electronic journals collections for everyone, with the librarians able to customize the list to their researchers’ needs.
· Integrated library system used for management of books into and out of the library, (currently researchers use a card catalog and many times forget to pull the card and leave it for the librarian).  Maybe I should say better control of the book collection – this would be a local paradigm shift for the research staff.
· Each library with a book budget.
· Continuing education available to library staff.
· Mentor program for library staff or a professional development program.
· LibGuides or other types of guides for researchers.
· A library blog.
· An engaging, dynamic library website that makes people want to visit to see what is new on the page and in the library.
· Use of QR codes for hot topics, new books, etc.
Staff ideas
· I would suggest expanded access to e-journals, an on-site library that can cater to the specific needs of the lab, for instance compiling local information (e.g. Congressional hearing held last Saturday, info on St. Andrew Bay, etc.) and information on species we work on (e.g. red snapper science and management issues). 
· I would say from here on out subscribe to everything electronically with one account so that individual libraries do not have to have subscriptions on their own. However, we still need hard copies of older published material. A full literature review requires the understanding of historic work and it would be useful to have as much historic work as possible. 
As long as we are heading in that direction then I would say we are doing the right thing. We need a library at each lab, but we can reduce the money spent and the size of the library by keeping what we have to in hard copies and only adding historic material.   In addition we need a central place that has everything needed for sharing between NOAA labs or some type of logging system so we know what library has what.
· One with a deli providing food and drinks!!!!!!!
· Being able to access the electronic journals when not at work, especially since so many of us tele-work.

