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November 3, 2015
10:30 AM to 12:30 PM EDT
SSMC 3, Room 11836
	
MEETING MINUTES

ATTENDEES
	Executive 
Rick Spinrad, Chair
Matthew Lee, Exec Sec
Christopher Moses, Exec Sec
Katelyn Robinson, Exec Sec
	
Principal		
Mary Erickson, NOS 
Steve Koch, OAR (for Fine)
Ned Cyr, NMFS (for Merrick)
Michael Kalb, NESDIS
	
Advisory
Gary Matlock, RDEC
Paula Davidson, Weather Ready Nation
Richard Methot, Council of NOAA Fellows (phone)

	Other Attendees
Marian Westley, Office of the Chief Scientist
Benjamin Carr, Council of NOAA Fellows
Nathalie Valette-Silver, OAR
John Daniel, OAR (VTC)
Paul Hirschberg, OAR
Tracy Rouleau, PPI (phone)
Michael Liddel, NMFS
Stanley Elswick, NOAA Central Library
Aaron Pratt, TPO
Beth Turner, SAB
Joan Segel, NLAC







The Chair opened the meeting with introductions.

NLAC COLLABORATION WITH LIBRARY OF CONGRESS – JOHN DANIEL, NLAC

The Chair opened the briefing by providing a quick summary of the NOAA Library Advisory Committee’s (NLAC) previous interactions with the Council and recent actions taken.  In 2013, the NLAC briefed the Council regarding the development of an implementation plan in order to address several key NOAA Library “issues” identified from the NOAA Corporate Portfolio Analysis for FY13.  The purpose of the briefing was to provide the Council an update on the NLAC’s progress of the implementation plan, with particular focus on the recent collaboration with the Library of Congress/FedLINK.

John Daniel presented the recently established timeline of notable actions the NLAC has taken during this implementation plan process.  In March 2015, the NLAC decided a NOAA-wide survey would not be necessary and in June 2015, a rough outline of deliverables to provide to the Research Council was developed.  In September 2015, per guidance from the Chair in order to ensure best practices, writing teams were not established but rather a collaboration was pursued with the Library of Congress/FedLINK.  FedLINK provides no-cost consultation and knowledge of library service best practices through their considerable experience with other Federal agencies doing the same.  In March 2016, the NLAC aims to provide the previously identified implementation plan deliverables to the Research Council, however, this date may be delayed be a few months.  

Council Discussion

The Chair thanked John Daniel for his briefing and suggested that a more prospective emphasis be taken in order to adapt to future mission and technological changes on the horizon.  The Chair also suggested that increased interaction with the academic community should be embraced more deliberately in order to ensure NOAA is aware of emerging research.  Daniel agreed and stated that FedLINK is also well connected with the academic community as well.   

Several members applauded the NLAC’s collaboration with the Library of Congress/FedLINK and look forward to the deliverables slated for next year.  


PARR GRANTEE DATA SHARING POLICY – JEFF DE LA BEAUJARDIERE AND MARIAN WESTLEY

The Chair reminded the Council that the NOAA Plan for Public Access to Research Results (PARR) invoked three policies and the focus of this briefing was the revised grantee data sharing policy (Data & Publication Sharing Directive).  The Council previously tasked this to Nathalie Valette-Silver who assembled a great team which rewrote the directive.  The directive was recently released for comment and provided to the Council for review immediately following this meeting.  

Jeff de la Beaujardiere began his presentation by introducing the writing team, the goals of the Data & Publication Sharing Directive, and the drivers for revising the previous grantee data sharing policy.  The current draft directive has been released for NOAA-wide review including the Research Council, NOAA Observing Systems Council, and the Office of General Counsel.  Final revisions and issuance will be executed by the NOAA Environmental Data Management Committee (EDMC) before the final planned effective date of January 1, 2016.   Jeff da la Beaujardiere concluded the briefing by presenting the scope of the new directive, key changes, requirements, and metrics reporting.  

Council Discussion

Regarding the metrics reporting, a member asked if “Grant Programs” should be clarified to include grants, cooperative agreements, contract programs, and possibly interagency agreements as well.  Marian Westley indicated that could be possible, but confirmation with the Office of General Counsel would be needed.

A member also brought up a concern that the requirements presented place the NOAA Programs as the responsible party; however it is grants management that actually awards the grant.  The Chair agreed that this is a very important clarification to make.  While the NOAA Programs are best positioned to decide how to properly manage their data (for requirements #1 and #2), the Chair supported the idea that the third requirement should identify grants management as the responsible party.  

The Chair also requested that other external agencies such as NASA and NSF be consulted with in order to compare their data management requirements and policies with NOAA’s.  Jeff de la Beaujardiere agreed this is an important conversation that should take place during the review period over the next month.  
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